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September 20, 2026    
Scripture:  Luke 10:5-12; New International Version (NIV) 
Background:  Matthew 10:12-13; Luke 9
Part 2:  “The Posture:  Peace That Transforms Places and People 

Context:  As we continue in Luke’s gospel, let’s look at some of last week’s highlights.  

Part #1 challenged us that we must “Mature for the Work” that God has assigned us to do.  Before Jesus sent the disciples out, there first had to be an inward acknowledgement, because He was sending them into uncomfortable and dangerous environments.  Jesus described their assignment this way:  they would go out “like lambs among wolves” (see Luke 10:3).  Therefore, the first ingredient in preparing for the work of the Gospel is prayer.  

Part #2 shifts our attention from who the disciples must become to how they must carry the mission into the world.  Therefore, today’s message centers our attention to the posture of the witness. 
· They are to enter the homes and towns with a greeting of  “Peace.” 
· They are to show gratitude and hospitality to those who 
welcome their offering of peace. 
· They are to establish a faithful and humble presence in the homes and towns of those who offer them food and shelter.
· They will be given the power to heal the sick.
· They are to announce that the Kingdom of God has come near. 

Beloved, this connects to our Life Enrichment series, “The Structure of Belonging,” which reminds us that “in a community of belonging, we are defined not by our needs, but by what we bring.”[footnoteRef:1]  The disciples were not sent out to be self-sufficient performers, but as Spirit-filled witnesses carrying peace, presence, healing, and the nearness of God’s Kingdom wherever they went.  You do not have to be an exceptional orator to carry message of the Gospel; you only need to be a willing vessel.  All glory belongs to Him! [1:         Peter Block.  Community:  The Structure of Belonging. (CA:  BK  Publishers, INC., 2018).  Week 6 Handout:  “The Conversation of Gifts,” page 6. ] 

             Content:  Luke 10:5-12 (NIV) 

                            Peace Is Declared                      
5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.  6 If someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you.

                Presence Is Established
7 Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages.  Do not move around from house to house.  8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 

                         Relevance Of Activity                                     9a Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 

	              The Kingdom Is Announced             
9b ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

                      Resilience In Rejection                             10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you.  Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’  12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.”

                              Our Mission Statement
	To love and serve God through Jesus Christ, our Savior, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  To be committed to reshaping the lives of our families, our church, and our communities through biblical worship, discipleship, and evangelism.
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